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King Bharatha
   Bharata the legendary emperor of Chandravamsha dynasty featured 

in Hindu. literature is regarded as the ancestor of the Pandavas and 
Kauravas. Bharatha is accented in the Adi Parva of Mahabharata, as 

the son of Dushyanta and Shakuntala referred in
 Kalidas’s Abhijñānashākuntala.

The Bharatas, a prominent historical tribe mentioned in the Rigveda, 
is regarded in Hinduism to be the descendants of Bharata.
“Bharath” the traditional name of the Indian subcontinent, 

is named after Bharata.
Bharatha’s adopted son Bharadvaja is one of the Sapt-rishis, a 

renowned scholar economist and physician. Bharadvaja is the father 
of Dronacharya the guru of Pandavas and Kauravas.
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Chandragupta Maurya (4th Century BCE)

Chandraguptha Maurya was the founder of Maurya Empire.
With his Guru Chanakya, he built the largest empire ever on the

Bharath subcontinent, from Bengal to Afghanistan across North as 
well as making inroads in to Central and South India.

He defeated Alexander the Great and the North-West Bharath was-
brought under the Mayra empire.

Chandragupta and Chanakya uni�ed much of Bharath and ruled 
from capital Pataliputra (Patna). They established central administra-
tionreforms and governance outlined in “Artha shastra” of Chankya.

Chandragupta was succeeded by his son 
Bindusara and Ashoka the



Emperor Asoka (3 Century BCE)
Asoka the Great was the grandson of Chandragupta Maurya. 
He is one of the most remarkable personalities in the history 
of Bharath.After eight years of his coronation, he conquered 
Kalinga. The Kalinga war was turning point in the career of 
Asoka and the history of Bharath. The sight of misery and 
bloodshed in the Kalinga war changed his mind. After the 
war he adopted Buddhism and propagated the concept of 

Dharma. Present Sri Lanka was part of united Bharath. 
Mahendra son of Emperor Ashoka and Sangamitra went to 

Sri Lanka to propagate Buddhism.
“Asoka Chakra’’ the symbol of Dharma adorning national �ag 

is the pursuit of truth and peace.
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Chandragupta II (known as Chandragupta Vikramaditya)

He was one of the most powerful emperors of the Gupta Empire in Bharath. 
His rule spanned between 380 AD to 415 AD referred as the “Golden Age” of 

Bharath. The Gupta Empire �ourished in art, education and architecture.
Ayodhya was the capital, but the city of Pataliputra (now Patna) also pros-

pered. He patronized art and among the scholars at his court were astrono-
mer Varahamihira and the Sanskrit poet Kalidasa.

The Chinese Buddhist pilgrim Fa-Hien, who spent six years in Bharath 
during Chandragupta II’s reign, spoke highly of the system 

of the government.
Chandragupta II was a devout Hindu, but he also supported the 

Buddhist and Jains.
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Raja Raja Chozhan
Raja Raja Chozhan was the most powerful Chola king in

south India with Thanjavur as his 
capital during 10 th Century AD.

His kingdom extended over parts of North Orissa, Sri Lanka, 
Maldives and East Asia, besides South India.

He streamlined the administrative system with the division of 
the country into various districts, standardized revenue 

collection by systematic land surveys.
Raja Raja Chola built the magni�cent Brihadiswara Temple in 

Thanjavur between 1003-1010AD. He was an ardent Shiva 
Devotee. His successor  Rajendra Chola ruled the country 

very well.
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Ravi Varma Kulasekhara
   Ravi Varma Kulasekhara was the king of Venad between 1299 to 1317. He ascend-

ed the throne as a vassal of Pandya King Kulasekhara. After the death of Pandya 
king Kulasekhara, Malik Ka�r invaded the kingdom but Ravi Varma Kulasekhara 

ousted the Pandya regime and ruled as an independent king.
Ravi Varma won many decisive victories- captured Kanchipuram the 

capital of other Pandya successor.
Ravi Varma restored the destroyed temples like Madurai, Srirangam, Chidambaram 
temple. Apart from his military brilliance, Ravivarman is noted for his services in the 

�eld of religion, philosophy, arts and traditions. His court attracted many scholars 
and the king was a musician.

Ravi Varma Kulasekhara is one of the greatest rulers who weakened the invasion of 
Khilji to South India.
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Maharana Prathap
 

  Maharana Pratap, the 13th Rajput king of Mewar from 1572 is 
known for his valiant and spirited several wars against the Mughal 

Empire and Akbar the Great. 
He was one of the bravest Rajput rulers of India, who ruled 

Mewar in Rajasthan for 35 years and constantly 
resisted against the Mughals.

He is remembered as a symbol of courage and bravery and 
unwavering commitment to his motherland Bharath.
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Krishna Devaraya (16th C CE)
   Krishna Devaraya was the great emperor of Vijayanagar 

Empire from 1509 to 1529. He was a great warrior and one of 
the most powerful Hindu rulers.

The Vijayanagar empire expanded by defeating several 
Mughal rulers. Krishna Devaraya was a polyglot, great patron 
of literature and art. His court was adorned with many poets 

and his reign was golden era in the literary 
history of south India.

He constructed and revived several temples like Hazara 
Ramaswamy, Thirupathi Tirumala, 

Chidambaram in South India.
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Chhatrapati Shivaji (17th Century CE)
   Shivaji Maharaj was the founder of the Maratha kingdom of 

Bharath and one of the bravest and marvelous rulers. His 
father was a great Maratha General and Shivaji was sad at the 

oppression of the Hindus by the Mughals.
In 1946, at the age 16 he captured the Toma Fort, and from 
there he captured several forts in Pune. Then he turned to 

Konkan and expanded his kingdom.
At that time, India was under the Muslim rulers and Shivaji 

became an irresistible enemy of the mighty Mughal empire
A born leader, a good administrator he extended patronage 

to Hindu religion but tolerant to other faiths. Shivaji occupies 
a distinguished

place in the history of Bharath,
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Anizham Thirunal Marthandavarma

  Anizham Thirunal Marthandavarma, 
the ruler of Travancore from 1729 to 1758 is the maker of 

modern Travancore.
Marthandavamra ascended the Venad kingdom and 

expanded by defeating kingdoms of Kayamkulam and 
Chempassery and established the Travancore Kingdom.
The army of Marthandavarma defeated the Dutch East 
India Company in the Battle of Kolachel and is the only 

Asian kingdom to defeat a European Navel Force.
In1749, he donated his kingdom to Lord Sree Padmanab-

haswamy. He implemented European military system in the 
army and several reforms in the �eld of infrastructure, 

social and others.
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Pazhassi Raja (18th to 19th C CE)
   Kerala Varma Pazhassi Raja known as Pazhassi Raja was the ruler 

of North Malabar and was one of the brave sons of Bharath.

Pazhassi Raja revolted against the British and prevented them from

unfair revenue collection. He maintained a strong army and in 

1797 the British withdrew from Wayanad.

In 1800 the British again wanted to take control of Wayanad and 

Pazi Raja was killed in 1805 by the British.

The legacy of Pazhassi is unforgettable in the history of Indian 

freedom struggle.
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Rani Lakshmi bai (Jhansi Ki Rani) – 19th C CE)

   Rani Lakshmi Bai was a great freedom �ghter of Bharath.
After the death of her husband Raja Gangadhar Rao, the king 

of Jhansi she lookover the reign.
She resisted the British takeover of the kingdom and 
strengthened her army that included may women.

In 1858 Rani was martyred while �ghting
 with the British army.

Rani Lakshmi Bai’s courage is inspirational to all the women 
of the world.
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